*Salutations! Thanks for conducting this interview with Amaranthos.****

 No problem at all, I will answer to anyone who knows what they are talking about.

 *You describe your music as Black Metal, do you also claim the term Cascadian Black Metal? What does that mean to you? Is this term different for you from what others might define those selections of terms to be? *

 I am from the so-called Cascadian region and I play black metal, so technically I will be automatically labeled as such. I can't say for sure if I follow the actual belief system of the Cascadian movement (similar to the book Ecotopia Emerging by Ernest Callenbach). I do believe in a life more in accordance with nature is best but I cannot say that it should be the end goal to turn today's industrial system into a "green" and more liberal society.

 This might make our living situations a little better but it will not solve our problems completely. I also do not have a problem with being labeled as such though, because it is at least a general idea that is close to mine. If you have the original Endless Hunger tape, the bottom of the address actually says Cascadia instead of USA. The reprint from Eternal Warfare isn't legible enough to tell though. What I do despise is the fucking trend that has erupted over this. Any band from central California is now trying to claim "Cascadian" because they are desperately trying to latch on to any meaningful culture in their meaningless empty lives. Also, mid-Washington is following their predecessors and trying to jump into this spotlight by writing generic ass riffs that are focused on "mysticism" which is really just the fact that they can't explain the mystery that is the void and lack of nature in themselves. We are now seeing computer generated deer skulls, "nature sounds" played on a synthesizer, etc. I am down for the actual meaning of the term, but this fad makes me want to stay away from the whole thing. People are trying to get on the internet and make up some false claim about how Cascadia is some fairy-land where we live in hobbit houses in the woods. This is rarely the case. The most famous bands are coming out of Portland and the Seattle area, where a ton of Californians move to be in the "forest" which is really just a giant city with trees. Real small towns around here who live in the woods generally keep to themselves and don't want to publicize it to become famous. They would actually prefer to be left alone by society to live a solitary and communal life in peace. Anyone interested, visit these small towns and you will know what I'm talking about. I'm sure Cascadia is actually very similar in environment to Norway and surrounding areas, which I believe is why black metal longing for nature is emerging from here so predominantly.

 *Mania is a solo project but you also perform live. Do you try and replicate the recorded material live or do you see each entity, the recorded output and the live performances as separate entities? What does the live entity consist of? *

 I try to keep them very similar. When I go to see bands that I know and love, I am sometimes disappointed when I hear something I didn't expect and isn't as good. I like new things, but I also like consistency. The live set-up is currently myself playing drums. I then have a computer and a 6-track interface. This goes out to two background guitars in separate amps, a lead guitar amp on both sides, and a bass amp playing the bass track. I just press play, then start drumming and do vocals as well.

*What has the feedback been like for this sort of incarnation? Often when people play to backing tapes, people tend to be polarized, for instance with Fauna, they play to recorded drums and acoustic/sound scape passages. Often people want them to have real drums. But you have decided to do the opposite. What is important about a live setting for music? What compelled you to tour with Mania? Do you like touring? What about it fulfils you that perhaps tape trading/record releasing does not?

I have actually only played one local show with the current set up. Before this, I did a very small tour by using a stereo RCA cord into a left and right amp guitar amp, but this still wasn’t sufficient. Even before that when I did my largest US tour, I was only using just a cord straight into only one amp. A lot of people didn't like it because the guitars were too distorted and undefined, not to mention there was no bass at all. And even before that, I was playing guitar mixing both lead and rhythm, over a pre-recorded drum track. Now the sound is closer to that of a real band, which is much better. I think this is the reason Fauna gets so much shit about it, because the drums just don't sound real. This is not beneficial, especially since they are going for a tribal, atavistic, and natural sound yet are playing a computer drum track from an Ipod. If they had a real drummer it would be much fuller and natural sounding (which, their remaster of The Hunt with real drums does actually sound this way). For me, the case is different. All of my songs represent machine life and a crazy technological existence so it might work out better for me if it sounds more digital. Either way, I have gotten some good reviews and many bad, mostly because of the guitar sound. It shouldn't be a problem now, so when I do this next upcoming tour for the new album release I hope to get better reviews. Touring is very fun because when I'm on the road, I am a part of something. Even when I'm in a town with a small scene, the people are always way supportive and into it. It's the closest thing to pure human interaction compared to the isolated lives most Americans live inside watching TV or playing online computer games. Plus, even though what I'm doing isn't that hard, not that many other people are doing it. So why not?

*Trying to figure out sound support for non standard types of instrumentation is very difficult. Having been in a few bands that utilize backing tapes, or recorded percussion, or even instruments that do not fit the classic rock types of standard rock instruments can be very challenging! I am glad that you are soldiering on and challenging yourself to try alternate solutions. One often either reads about solo projects that say either "some day I hope to perform live if I find the right people to play the instruments" or that they are only recording projects. I am glad that someone is willing to try and say why not?! More so, "how can I make this better?"  

Your earlier work included some keyboards as well, have you forsaken that instrument for the current incarnation of Mania? Will acoustic guitars play into future work more? *

Acoustic guitars will probably not appear much in the live setup. When

Fauna plays and has acoustic guitar playing over the stereo, they are entertaining the audience in another way (ritual performance). If I had an acoustic break such as on the recordings, I would literally just be sitting there. No reason to play songs that are mostly just a recording. I have entertained the idea of using an acoustic/electric and picking it up in between drum parts. That's a little ridiculous. Same deal with the keyboard. As for recordings, the main reason I no longer use a keyboard is simply because on current chaos I just borrowed one from the old drummer of Leech. I don't actually have a nice one. The only ones I have access to sound cheesy and like stereotypical shitty Black Metal. This will obviously take away from the serious atmosphere. In the future I plan to play with that more when I get a chance to seek a nice one out.

* Do you mind discussing your recording process? Do you record guitar(s) and then lay down drums, or start with the drums and then record other elements? I know some drummers in full bands that record drums first by themselves with the songs for their memory. Or do like the music to speak for itself and fuck the process, keep it a mystery? *

I start with drums usually. Then I usually lay down both background guitars, any leads, and then bass last. When I'm arranging a song, I will usually have a couple guitar parts I've been working on, then record a drum part in the order it might fit to. I record guitar over that to see if it works. All of the songs I am releasing soon actually have at least 2 or 3 recorded versions before this final version. Some of them have up to ten older versions, with different recording qualities and song arrangements. On past works I have always done drums first, with the exception of Endless Hunger which is improvised with K.W. on drums.

*Do you feel that it is more liberating to work on solo projects as opposed to group projects? One thing that I like about your music and often solo projects in general, is that you will have parts where all of a sudden there are two guitars doing a lead, or that the song might radically change direction or change tone, this feeds into a feeling of shifting landscapes which sort of jumps to a future question I have for you around this topic. When you write, is it easier to be more intuitive with songwriting? Or would you want to work with others in Mania?*

In Mania’s history, only one person who is not me has written one song for the band; that would be the old live drummer, Adrian. With this band it can be difficult to work with others, mostly because I already have a set vision and don't want to settle with someone else who doesn't really get it, but at the same time I don't want to tell someone what to do and have them basically be a pawn who can't think for himself. It's better to keep it to myself. I am in several other bands, some serious and some not. I enjoy writing with others and it seems like when we get several people together the energy of the music only magnifies. However, with a solo project, it is much simpler to compose music. I feel like a classical composer, except with the modern ability to record each different part and arrange them in real time just as they were in my head. It feels awesome to make this happen. I can write as many layers as I want over and over again. Some tracks I have up to 7 guitars at once. I have invited guests to add an important part to a song that has already been created though. I'm open to letting people who are eager to be a part of the vision make it become reality. Once a fan suggested that I really get a full band together, using members from all over the states such as himself. I just don't see this becoming feasible reality. If some local people were interested, eager, and capable, I would definitely consider it.

 *You also run the label Eternal Warfare, tell me a little bit about that project. Is it an outlet to release your own work or do you see it as a functioning label separate from that? Do you have a particular aesthetic you strive for or are the releases a selection of your own personal tastes? What bands have you released on Eternal Warfare? Any future label releases in the works?*

 Eternal warfare is the organization, currently only run by myself with occasional help from others, which functions as a non-profit with the goal to release good music with a specific dark message about humanity's current path. I definitely use it to release my own art and message, but I also want to make available my friends' works from the scene. A large circle of people in the underground have a similar message to mine, and I want to allow them to release theirs as well as my own. Each release that is put out has a large enough profit margin to continue pressing more. The aesthetic is basically that of which bands play Black Metal, Doom Metal, Ambient, or Folk Music which expresses feelings against humanity's domination over the planet and the restricted result of living in it. Anything apocalyptic, dark, heavy, extreme, hateful, sorrowful, and primitive. I generally do release only things that fit into my personal taste. Sometimes I will bend a little bit even if I don't like the band as much, because they have a fan-base and do have a good message; either that or they are collaborating with artists that I do like. Bands I have released include Boreal from Olympia, Skagos, Wake, Mania, Leech, Njiqahdda, and a few others. I am about to do Skagos vinyl, Fell Voices and Ash Borer vinyl, and other Mania, Leech, Vault Dweller, and River releases. I am always open to more ideas, so any bands who believe they can fit into this circle are welcome to contact me.

*++++ You have also been associated with Woodsmoke Tapes correct? For those not familiar with Salem or the group of labels from this region of Oregon, can you provide a little detail about your Kindred from this region, The Burial Grounds and anything Salem related worth note? (no need to be exhaustive since I did ask some questions of Paul) *

I definitely don't want to sound harsh on my fellows here. Living with a tribe of people has made me grow very close to these people but at the same time grow very annoyed at a few traits, as I'm very sure they feel the same about mine. I used to be a part of Woodsmoke tapes, but broke off to form Eternal Warfare later on. We had several personal differences, especially in artwork presentation, aesthetic, and even the means to which the mediums were distributed to the world. It's better this way because both of our messages were slightly different, though they are really one whole message, separated into parts. Woodsmoke still has elements of what I'm doing, and I always incorporate more obscure and nature oriented elements like Woodsmoke does. As far as the Burial Grounds goes, it is just the house we live in. We have chickens, grow small amounts of food, and try to live up to our expectations and as freely as possible within the constraints of our society. Our neighbors have come to like us very much as well, and we have formed a very strong solidarity on our neighborhood corner. All of our friends and neighbors come in and out daily. Our house, though we live here and try to keep it a home, has become a sort of community area where extremely dark ideas can flourish freely and constantly. We have been doing shows for world-wide bands for three years now. The bands that dominate the roster are black and doom metal, though we have had harsh noise, folk, ambient, punk, hardcore, grind, etc as well. Salem is a very closely knit circle of friends, but because of that the feeling is mutual on most things and it spreads easily. That is why I feel it's easy for many bands of these specific sub-genres to rise up here. Many bands share the same members but usually a concept is created by one or two people, then the others are summoned to make it a reality. These conceptualizers, if you will, are not always the same person, thus the vast diversity in sound styles. Some of the Salem bands are as follows: Leech, Ancestortooth, Mania, Hell, Flesh Amulet, Ghaash, Doldrums, Mǖnn, Vault Dweller, and many more. There are also very many “death metal” bands (the newer wave of jock and cowboy hardcore) but these are unrelated to our scene.

*++++ Some posit that Woodsmoke and Eternal Warfare and related entities as being the most influential or the perhaps the first set of Cascadian Black Metal bands releases to come out of the region. Any thoughts on this? Any influences from the region that led you to where you are now? * 

This is interesting because we certainly did set out to create our own new sect of underground music where people of the same ideologies could come together to relate and spend time primarily with only each other. We definitely did not invent our style out of thin air though. We were listening to a lot of Agalloch's first album Pale Folklore, Asunder's first split, Ulver's first three albums, Ludicra, and other nature-oriented metal bands such as Nest or Haive. In addition to this, we were reading such works as Ecotopia and Ishmael, hence the accompanying term “Cascadian” (in reference to the proposed free nation of Cascadia). The term “Grey metal” actually came from Ludicra or Agalloch. We adopted it according to our new meaning, which was more of a grey-skied and naturalistic ambient feeling opposed to Europe's darkest of dark night atmosphere. We, of course, had grown up on this extreme form of black metal, but we were trying to cleave a new specific sect.

 *On your website you have an interview posted above all of the lyrics to all of the Mania releases, but between this interview and the lyrics below you post a link to the Unibomber manifesto. Is this merely for entertainment or do you in someway relate to his ideas? What ideas do you support or reject?*

 First of all, it does entertain me that a person in the middle of nowhere, USA actually went crazy enough by studying the truths of his-story to fucking bomb a mall! I don't think this got anyone anywhere, but it really proves how true all of this really is. Yes, I identify with many of his beliefs, but obviously I can't really align myself with any specific belief system. He speaks of primitivism; anti-industry and anti-agriculture. He has very many intelligent things to say, and he does good work at making it inevitably clear. He really pioneered what has sparked a complete movement in the anarchist underground, though to the general public eye I think he did more bad than good. Oh well, it's not like it would have done anything anyway. At least he spread his ideas.

*+++ A friend of mine recently pointed out that within the Unibomber’s Manifesto is the belief that anyone interested in winning the war for the earth should have as many babies as possible; This being a seemingly paradoxical statistical/mathmatical strategy to win the war for Mother Earth by producing more champions for the cause. What are your thoughts about children? Do you plan to have children or think that it is not worth bringing in another burden to this planet, or think that this is a viable strategy? 

This used to be a tough issue for me, because I was trying to uphold several belief systems that at the time flowed perfectly into one another but with this specific topic seemed to clash. On one hand, there is VHEMT which proposes that if we voluntarily reduce our numbers, the earth can more easily return to a sustainable lifestyle. On the other hand, there is what you stated above, that if we raise a so-called army to defend our ideologies, it will be easier to win. I have grown older and come to realize that once again, this issue is really two sided because primitive life embraces both sides naturally. Plus, even if the smartest of us who do realize the problem with society's path, the dumb will only continue reproducing which will only further our problems. Out of the context of civilization, life must continuously try to spread its seed through sex and birth of children. The conditions of nature and chaos will take a percentage of those children away, and hence natural selection will raise only the strongest of the seeds. There is no need for a moral standing on the issue, we simply live and fulfill primal desires and continue surviving a normal life. It is only natural to want to raise a child and I see absolutely no problem with it, so long as you remember that we are in fact still in the context of civilization. It's tough to suppress primal desires, but until you have a strong financial backing, raising a child can ruin your life as well as your child's. Just another careful move in the game of chess you must think out beforehand. 

 *A lot of your lyrics also deal with similar ideas of ATWA, do you think  there are any similarities there as well?*

 Like I said above, extreme times lead to extreme people and ideas. People who study the complexities of current human life are bound to go completely insane at some point, especially those who pioneer those kinds of ideas. Yes, I try to live as close to natural and primal ways just as the ancients. Can I really say I think Charles Manson is smart? I don't know. Watching his prison videos, I can tell that he thinks a lot and has very interesting things to say. If you listen to him long enough it starts to make sense. I don't know if he is actually just completely crazy or just correct. I'd rather not find out right now honestly.

+++Is this sort of like the classic H.P. Lovecraft quote from the Call of Cthulhu  “The most merciful thing in the world, I think, is the inability of the human mind to correlate all its contents. We live on a placid island of ignorance in the midst of black seas of infinity, and it was not meant that we should voyage far. The sciences, each straining in its own direction, have hitherto harmed us little; but some day the piecing together of dissociated knowledge will open up such terrifying vistas of reality, and of our frightful position therein, that we shall either go mad from the revelation or flee from the light into the peace and safety of a new dark age” ? The pursuit of understanding his-story and the current human condition will either lead you to ultimate Nihilism or a mild/not so mild insanity or Uni-bomber militancy?*

This quote is very much true. Our most recent example is the bridging of quantum mechanics and general relativity. Both of these seemingly opposing studies which seem to clash intensely are being brought together. Two things are happening: Monstrosities of technology are being born previously unthought of, and theorists are sitting in colleges for years going insane pondering completely abstract ideas unrelated to the primitive lifestyle our bodies and minds were developed for. Knowledge is much different than wisdom. Yes, we can now, through thousands of years of passed down texts and countless pyramids of society, build and send a spaceship through the universe. Unfortunately, we have lost the ability to be stranded in the wilderness without a GPS or Iphone or rain-jacket and find food or shelter. These technological and scientific developments have absolutely nothing to do with our direct survival and is in fact driving us as a species to insanity and death. What good does a spaceship  that takes photographs do without a computer to see them? Without electricity to run the computer? Without food to sustain the planet and people that generate the electricity? 

 *Are there any theorists that you respect? One gets the sense that you might have read some Paul Shepard with your songs dealing with the animal in man, the environment and the development of Agriculture and especially Modern Agriculture and your shift from Veganism to more of a return to a hunter gatherer subsistence of food consumption. *

 I have not read Paul Shepard very in-depth. He is one of the pioneers with anti-civilization writings. But from what I have read, he still does not see a problem with certain things such as science, machines, and art. He does however believe we should embrace the animal in man, which is a great step. The closer we get to reality and the farther we get from symbolized false and empty living, we will be psychologically happier. I do respect Fredy Perlman entirely. For living in the 1980's, he really has a forward and open mind on these intelligent matters. I do agree with several of John Zerzan's writings, though he goes a little far and is one of those "call-to-arms-now!" Anarchists which I simply do not agree with. He talks of symbolism, time and abstractness, agriculture, etc. He has a tendency to ramble on for fucking ever though. I also like some of Derrick Jensen's writings though he seems like an older person who may be stuck in his old ways. He seems on top of most things though and I could have a lot to learn from him. He also seems like the type that is attempting to call to action. These actions never get us anywhere, just deeper in debt and farther into the melting vat of filth in society. It's hard to follow idealists. 

The term "golden handcuffs" comes to mind. You can be put in the public's eye, but the public is mostly unintelligent and there is a price for using the existing system (book publishing, promotion, etc) which is usually a stripped meaning and dumbed down version. I try to live by my own thoughts, with the help of those immediately around me and actively talking to me about this. There are many people who together have created a collective consciousness on this matter in my life which is better than reading any book. 

About veganism, yes I got to a point where I realized that veganism is surpassed ideologically by primitive hunting and gathering of wild foods. After I reached this conclusion, I also realized that wild food does not actually really exist any more on a large enough scale. In fact, agriculture has dominated the globe so much that wild rain forests and national parks are constantly still being cut down to farm crops. Several groups are desperately trying to hold on to what we have left, but unfortunately, at least here in the states, we have already used up more than 90% of the wild land! Not to mention, these people must have agriculture to continue surviving. They are contradictory. Stopping the course now is simply impossible. What we have done is irreversible. Planting perfectly spaced grids of trees is no more "green" than just planting the genetically mutated corn that our diet so heavily relies on now. Veganism is no solution to our problem. While plants are generally better for you and use less resources to produce, that doesn't mean it will save our world. It will only slow the inevitable collapse of this system. Since none of these options are actually doing any real good in my life, I have decided to just live by chaos. Moral decisions have only been invented as a result of civilized life. Before that, we only did what we had to in order to survive. That is what I live by now and I believe that even in this agricultural world it is the most primitive and natural option to remain sane and happy. Only chaos itself can bring back the natural balance, not human intervention.

*Do you align yourself with any religious ideology? Or do you consider yourself an Anarchist? Are these sorts of ideological constraints /descriptions meaningful?

You describe both of these things well when you say constraints. Anarchism and Anti-Religion are both simply reactionary. Government and religion are both natural responses to what has been created by an agricultural lifestyle. They are not to blame, they are only products of civilized life. Religion can actually be a good fill to someone's empty life. The average person doesn't understand that they are a complete tool and the word of god is really symbolic for the fact that we left nature so long ago and wish to worship it since it was a part of our animal lives for millions of years. Now that it is gone, we need the comfort. I can look back on Anarchist ideas from long ago and respect how I got to where I am from there, just as I can look at Satanist Black Metal and understand that it is just a phase, necessary for the rebalance in a person. I don't follow any ideology or title though, just because it is all really bullshit. Every belief system has its own pro's and con's. For example, take two seemingly opposing groups: national socialists and anarchists/communists. Both sides have many followers who will eternally fight one another because both sides have valid points and both sides have intrinsic faults that the other can attack. Both are also products of post-civilized life, which is why they have these qualities. It doesn't mean that either one is right, and in the end nature doesn't really care which one is being fought for. Only survival and defeating the other in war matter in the end. So while I don't hate religions/ideologies and can respect them I don't specifically follow any. I just take parts from each to make up my mode of existence.

* You mention National Socialists in the context of the classic battle between Punks and Metal Heads especially over the ideological realms of Black Metal. Were you a Punk that was drawn to Black Metal? What is your history with these genres: Punk, Metal, Black Metal? Do you claim any as part of your identity? Additionally, what are some of National Socialism's valid points? When you speak of National Socialism are you referring to the political group from Germany from the 20-40's? Or are you referring to a more current multifaceted overarching term? N.S. can refer to N.S.B.M., or more generally Racialist ideology which might include Indo-Aryan ideas, or just simply racists and garden variety Neo-fascists?  *

These are many questions so I will try to tackle them in order. First, yes, the realms of Black Metal are currently being fought over by Punks who wish to ditch their meaningless and empty culture for a more meaningful Black Metal circle that they still have not reached and do not fully understand (example: Dark Throne's Black Flags and Dark Thrones), while at the same time metalheads are attempting to keep their cult throne by denying these folk the entry into their secret club that has nothing to do with liberal radical politics but still is not worth as much as they claim to hold. When I was younger and was unknowing on the underground, the first thing I found was MTV metal. After that, Punk showed me the way to counter culture. From there, I discovered that Punk is really a bunch of junkies and worthless scum who claim to be supreme in belief systems yet do more fucked up things than any trained sheep of society will ever commit. Trying to uphold the beliefs in real life and seemingly lost in the middle of all of this, I discovered Black Metal and the few bands such as Ulver that implement folk and nature elements in their attitudes and beliefs. So, as my identity that you speak of, I can rightfully say that I came from a Punk background but completely disregard that as my current standing, but still do not follow the hypocritical Satanist Black Metal that dominates today's market. I follow a specific regimen of Black Metal that exists in the Cascadian region and is pro-nature, whatever that may mean for the current context.

National Socialism: This is a very difficult topic because, as above, metalheads are very open to this idea since they usually sit alone on the internet being influenced by bands across the globe who are part of an elite circle. Punks live on the street (or their parents' house and pretend, but in effect still get the same result) so they understand what it is like to live amongst the lower class which, truthfully, consists of mostly other races such as Oriental, Africans, and other foreigners who are not of European decent. Now, if you have read Jared Diamond, you will know that the only reason Europeans have dominated the globe thus far is simply because of natural context. All human life on the planet would have followed the same direction. Europeans had the advantage of a widespread (east to west) section of land, uninterrupted by sea, and close to a warm climate easy for agricultural manipulation. Other regions did not have this advantage so their civilization naturally did not evolve in such a fast manner. Europeans therefore took the natural progression further and began emperialization into other regions. In the case of the Americas, Europeans brought the diseases that they had grown immune to by living in civilized conditions. The people of nature did not stand a chance to these highly evolved parasites to humankind in civilized life. So here we are today. Several people, getting fat and sitting on YouTube commenting on Hate Forest videos, will explain that if other races were strong enough, they would rise up and refuse to take the treatment of slavery. Elsewhere in Oakland for example, thousands of Blacks live on the street, smoking crack to pass time, breeding a more and more dumbed down populace because of the constant oppression and fact that there is nothing else to do in this fucked up world that is dominated by the Leviathan. 

Which side is really right? Is N.S. really so bad? All they want is to purify the life of humans again by only accepting the strongest forms who are ready to survive any catastrophe nature can produce. But is Libertarianism so bad either? Who should have the power to say that a whole race of existing life forms should be extinguished? There is no answer, it's only pure chaos. Neo-fascists are just kids looking for a culture to latch onto.

Ancient Indo-Aryan ideas are important to study but all of this is really lost in today's cause. Both of these sides only exist in the context of civilized life. Honestly, I probably take the N.S. side more because I am more about natural selection and purity. N.S. while sometimes being way over the top, is sometimes more intelligent and about going back to the roots. While several unintelligent nigger-haters try to claim European ancestry by living in America and looking up their unknown family tree on the internet, the Nazi movement really began as a move closer to the Germanic tribes, hence the use of runic symbols and race pride. Being proud of your own race is not synonymous with hating others. It is also not about progressing into a more "advanced" form of self regulated factory production and liberal population-growth-support. I will not turn a cheek when a mass amount of the global population is exterminated, either by human or natural forces. This could be white or black, it doesn't really matter. It's all the same. Burzum's most recent writings are very thought out on this matter, I suggest you read those if you have not already.

+++ What would you define as this Purity to which you find yourself more drawn to? Is this a racial purity or something else? Your set of friends is far from Racially Pure or segregated. Is Purity something you think about when defining a relationship with a loved one that is more than friendship? Or perhaps some other conception?

Purity to me simply means strength and primal survival. I'm seeing the lower classes of races, who were at one point very strong in their natural environments, living in filthy, disgusting parts of society, barely walking or speaking correctly, drinking 4Loco every day and furthering the melting pot of filth by breeding with other lower class beings of the same pitiful existence. Be proud of your heritage, white or black or whatever, and while accepting our current situation, still be strong and pure as a living being representing pre-civilization nature. It's important to remember and uphold our ancient past, instead of living the current lifestyle without even questioning or thinking about it.

Furthermore, this seems to touch on a topic that I have been wrestling with in my mind for quite some time and comes up often when I define my own relationship with Black Metal and its associations with National Socialist philosophies. Do you think that this seeming dichotomy, the “Battle” between N.S. and Liberalism is really a false “Dichotomy?” As you mentioned, Nature does not really care about either camp, and as you say both these ideal sets are constructs of a Modern, Civilized Life. There are many different elements at play here. A return to the primitive begs the question, “To what primitive Tribe or Culture?” or is it some modern hybrid? Many people in what could best be described as Neo-Tribal opt for a sort of Pan Tribalism which generally incorporates some mixture or cherry picking various elements from various cultures modern to primitive. On one level, I feel that the whole either/or “dilemma” nullifies the fact that there are whole other ways of being, or methods of approach to the topic.  Worse, whole subsets of base level assumptions that people both have and bring to these discussions are completely ignored or not acknowledged. 

Yes, this is an important topic to me. Several primitivists are suggesting that actions must be taken. They say that we must strive to return to exactly as how it was before, which is nearly impossible at this stage. Sure, it would be nice to live in a tropical climate in a mud hut eating fruit and wild boar all day without a care. Unfortunately that is not the case. We must defend our territory with guns, we must arm ourselves with knowledge through books, we must play the game just to live. I think the most primitive action to be taken at this point is literally to be a nihilist. We can't control the 7 billion people on the globe without tapping into sects of Illuminati or fascism, which is the opposite of primitivism. I just live by my immediate primitive needs, which may just be a burrito from a store down the street. That is what is immediately available, to me, and I'm going to die from cancer or radiation or whatever the fuck anyway, so fuck it. Longterm goals are important to me, but only for pure happiness and fulfillment. Beliefs mean nothing to me anymore, but in a good way.

The original National Socialist party that is at the base of most current N.S. discussions such as these basically stole the resurgence of German Paganism, which was popular at the turn of the 20th century, solely for their political power grab and later rejected, banished or imprisoned most of the worthwhile theorists that lead these return to Germanic Traditions when they lost their usefulness or rejected the political aims of the Nazi party. These days there is an absolute silence on all these matters or a complete rejection of all individuals or groups who had even the slightest implication of some association at some time with the National Socialist party, regardless of the willingness of these peoples involvement with the party or not. Or that level of involvement might also have also changed over time as well for any number of reasons. For those of us living today, we have this “20/20” hindsight and make the assumption all parties acting at that time had a similar objective gaze about what was happening at the time or assume that people could have some ultimate freedom to go change their circumstance, or move somewhere else or reject wholesale everything that was going on at the time. Life is far more difficult.  

It is very true that not only with this exact topic, politicians will take a set of ideals and mold them to represent their current agenda. I personally try very hard to look past this and remind myself that I don't hold personal morals or beliefs and only take it for unbiased face value. However, most people are not very intelligent or enlightened on these matters and will make vast public decisions based on these mis-informations. I just don't bother any more. No need to explain myself a million times to a million people who will never get it, or if they do, will never affect any real change I want to see anyway. As for the victims who “had the chance to move”, it is far more difficult to actually move from your family without knowing what would actually happen. I want to see any critics thrown back in time in that situation and see how they act. Exactly how everything pans out is exactly how it was meant to be. If not, it wouldn't have happened. It's that simple. 

I often feel that we are pushed to either be with the Nazis or with the Anarchists, which I feel is really irrelevant. (Unless you align yourself with one camp or another I suppose.) But on the issue of a return to a more primitive way of life or living closer with nature, I feel that there is a need to differentiate away from cultural heritage, personal identity (insofar as cultural heritage of origin and ones own identity of a chosen heritage) and the dynamic that if you reject Modernity, this Leviathan, that you are either for Freedom and total Liberalism (Anarchy) or you are for absolute Tyranny, Might is Right (National Socialism). I feel that since the “Death of Communism” and the collapse of Communist Russia, I also feel that Capitalism is seen as the total victor and that to be in anyway against Democracy is to be sided with total Tyranny. I feel that all of these issues are snowballed into these discussions because many of us feel nauseated by what you refer to as the Leviathan but that all roads leading away from it are lumped into these petty dichotomies that are totally irrelevant and obfuscate any true understanding or illumination towards any path away from this nightmare. Is this some of the difficulty I sense you working with in some of your answers on these topics? 

This is definitely what I'm saying. Capitalism, Communism, Fascism, it's all the same shit. They lead down different paths but in the end they bring about pretty much the exact same thing! And what this thing is, is a technologically advanced mainframe of society that wishes to spread continuously everywhere and turn all wilderness into controlled segments of agriculture and government. Anarchy and Fascism are both longing for a utopian society where we go back to the “old ways” where everyone was free and strong and lived normal healthy lives. These are out of context and their means of obtaining that will never bring about this abstract and unrealistic idea. Factories will never be controlled by the masses, and poverty will never go away, within civilization that is.

 *You describe your songs and lyrics as almost a lens focused on life moving back and forth from a microcosmic level, a leaf falling into a river, and then a macrocosmic level where more social, societal dynamics inspire you in cathartic ways. So in this sense the dynamic range of music is a resolution of ideological conflicts. Are you at war with life and existence? Would you identify with the Fenriz/Darkthrone line from As Fittermice as Satan Spys “to Build a hall of battle and to live in eternal strife…” or are you merely at war with the state of life you find yourself in? Specifically, is Mania a call to arms, or a scream at a wall? Do you seek to change Society or is that merely a wasted effort?*

 I will quote Paul Shepard from Nature and madness here for a minute.. "[Music's] physiological effect is to reduce inner tensions by first making them symbolically manifest, then resolving and unifying them. . .  One interpretation is that the more complex the music, the more fundamental the problem; or, one might say, the more elaborate the music, the more fragmented the vision of the world. "  I have come to realize over time that Mania is really a test. I'm releasing my ideas into the world in symbolic form. Sometimes the music itself means more than the lyrics that go with it. Each riff, each part, represents one specific different part of the entire idea I'm attempting to present. To those who have deeply thought of humanity's situation, they might easily understand what I'm saying. These people have been seeking me out and have had conversations with me; in effect, I have accomplished my goal. I can't say

 I'm at war all the time. Sometimes I will just go about my day and accept my place in time. Over time, more and more shitty stuff will happen in relation to these societal problems that I think about, and it builds up so much that I have to unleash it in audio form as if writing in a journal. During these times I feel at war and completely hopeless even. When I have the chance to release the most negative of emotions, I feel better about the other parts of my life. Sometimes it really does take rock bottom to realize the good at the surface. In a sense, a call to arms is a little dramatic but it really can unify people who think on the same wavelength as me. At the same time, the hopelessness of the message can sometimes seem like screaming at a wall. I'm not trying to achieve anything any more, I'm merely speaking my mind. What happens after that is up to chaos and chance.

*Have you heard any of the Half Makeshift recordings? Part of your writing process calls to mind that band. Not the sound specifically, but the sort of shifting perspective that takes place overall. What influences do you have in this regard? It could be Black Metal bands, but I am not specifically referring to Guitar tonal influences but this idea of each riff each part representing a specific idea you are trying to represent or a band that also writes as a music audio journal entry.*

I know exactly what you mean. Usually, I am constantly seeking out new music to listen to. I feel like everything I hear is some washed up repeated generic shit that I've heard a million times. Not just in black metal, but in punk (grindcore, sludge, especially hardcore, d-beat, blah blah...), radio music (country, pop, "rap", its all the same chord progression), even classical, "doom" metal that is really just stoner rock, everything. Occasionally I will find a recording that is really good from start to finish. Usually these are bands without genre constraints.

Other times, it will be just a small part of the album that I'll play a couple times over and over again. Subconsciously, when I hear these things, I relate them to my own personal experiences and think of new ways to write music using these new discoveries. My main influences as far as Mania goes are probably Craft, Dark tribe, Leviathan, Ludicra, Drudkh and Walknut, Darkspace; for the ambient parts I'll listen to some Midnight odyssey, M.a.c.k.y, Sun of the blind, Coldworld; for some of the slower parts Otesanek/Runemagick/Necros christos style music; and for the happy parts throw in some Alcest, Skagos, Falkenbach, etc. I also take large influence from Tenhi.

 *One senses the imminent apocalypse in your writings, do you think the end is coming and would you wager a guess if it will happen in our lifetime? 2012?  What do you think the apocalypse will look like? A collapse of American democracy? Industrial societal collapse due to the end of oil? Environmental ruin which impinges our modern life? Or some other catastrophe? *

 I used to place all bets on the fact that we are about to collapse, within the next few years. Over time and growing up, I realized that people have been battling this since the actual beginning of civilized life. People have been speaking of apocalypse, of god returning to judge (which is really just nature claiming back the globe, symbolically of course), of warfare and eternal strife. The public inherently knows that what we are doing is wrong, but we don't know how to fix it. We have this diabolical view that one of these days, the Earth will take itself back and get revenge. Honestly, I don't think the Earth actually cares. We are but a spec in its past. In the next Ice age, all of our efforts will be mostly erased. I'm not worried. In fact, I bet this monster called society will continue for another couple thousand years. We are already realizing our mistakes with using chemicals and destroying the environment. It's only a matter of time before all Wal-marts across the nation are using "biodegradable" plastic bags and recycling food waste to produce more food for these festering fat fucks. The top of the pyramid knows how to continue running the machine, it won't end any time soon. 2012 is just another one of those "redemption is coming" theories. Who knows, maybe aliens from another planet in our own solar system will return and tell us that we are destroying nature and get revenge. Or maybe it's just another fear that humans have because they know we've fucked up. Conspiracy theorists continuously place the blame on a certain group, yet don't realize it was really our ancestors and all of us. The end of oil will be no problem at all. According to statistics, we won't run out for at least 50 years. We already have the ability to run cars off hydrogen, which is easily converted by using electrolysis from water. Oil companies just don't want to lose profits and want to control the production of hydrogen so we still have to buy it. Also, global warming may be happening but we can't prove that petty humans are to blame. Earth has seen several Ice ages and temperature changes similar to what is happening now on a very precise schedule. There is no proof that our tiny efforts, even so vast to us, mean anything to the massive Earth. Even if we destroyed ourselves, at least one seed will survive and will start over when its time has come. Even if that doesn't happen, a new strand of life in some chaotic form will emerge.

\//\\\Salutations! Thanks for conducting this interview with Amaranthos.

You describe your music as Black Metal, do you also claim the term Cascadian Black Metal? What does that mean to you? Do you think it is that this term is different from what others might define those selections of terms to be? 

Mania is a solo project but you also perform live. Do you try and replicate the recorded material live or do you see each entity, the recorded output and the live performances as separate entities? What does the live entity consist of? 

You also run the label Eternal Warfare, tell me a little bit about that project. Is it an outlet to release your own work or do you see it as a functioning label separate from that? Do you have a particular aesthetic you strive for or are the releases a selection of your own personal tastes?  What bands have you released on Eternal Warfare? Any future label releases in the works?

On your website you have an interview posted above all of the lyrics to all of the Mania releases, but between them you post a link to the Unibomber manifesto. Is this merely for entertainment or do you in someway relate to his ideas? What ideas do you support or reject?

A lot of your lyrics also deal with similar ideas of ATWA, do you think there are any similarities there as well?

You describe your songs and lyrics as almost a lens focused on life moving back and forth from a microcosmic level, a leaf falling into a river, and then a macrocosmic level where more social, societal dynamics inspire you in cathartic ways. So in this sense the dynamic range of music is a resolution of ideological conflicts. Are you at war with life and existence? Would you identify with the Fenriz/Darkthrone line from As Fittermice as Satan Spys “to Build a hall of battle and to live in eternal strife…” or are you merely at war with the state of life you find yourself in? Specifically, is Mania a call to arms, or a scream at a wall? Do you seek to change Society or is that merely a wasted effort?

One senses the imminent apocalypse in your writings, do you think the end is coming and would you wager a guess if it will happen in our lifetime? 2012?  What do you think the apocalypse will look like? A collapse of American democracy? Industrial societal collapse due to the end of oil? Environmental ruin which impinges our modern life? Or some other catastrophe? 

Are there any theorists that you respect? One gets the sense that you might have read some Paul Shepard with your songs dealing with the animal in man, the environment and the development of Agriculture and especially Modern Agriculture and your shift from Veganism to more of a return to a hunter gatherer subsistence of food consumption. 

Mania - S/T Preview - 50 copies on black CD in black DVD case, 2009.

(This release contains 3 unfinished tracks from the upcoming self titled full length)

01 - Fertility fucked life objectified raped, commodified  put into the light to sell to lonely starving eyes  the precious fertile flower put into a vice factory cage inseminate with artificial life  self-negating virtues pound into their mind easier to give in than to fight a sea of lies  destroy the true beauty make the body hide and almost nothing's left of what's originally inside   everything's so fucked now, no chance of going back the mothers don't remember the love that they finally lack  feminism rises, a response to where we're at a hardened shell distorted by the hate they're fighting back  striving just to live, we feed our primal wants a screen of empty meaning only makes us more distraught  desperately trying to continue holding on stripped and ripped away by the eternal leviathan  fertility fucked by the sea of hatred, enslavement, and disharmony  eternally seeking the key we blindly go on and we'll never be free  02 - Fading scars (no lyrics)  03 - Ice covered sphere (no vocals were on this recording)

Mania - C.C./D.O.B. - cassette, unlimited run, 2009 (A small amount of these were unlabeled, and the insert has no text. The 2009 tour edition of this tape contains Current Chaos on the A side and Death of Birth on the B side, with included bonus tracks at the end of each side. For lyrics, see below.)

Mania - Warfare Continued - previously released songs; CD released in 15 copies, 2009

01 - Eternal filth and chaos everywhere 02 - Lostness and confusion 03 - Darktribe cover 04 - ...Collapse of spiraling iteration 05 - Distorted views (previously unreleased version) 06 - No future 07 - Untitled (secret track from Endless hunger)

mania - split w/ Albino (tape, 50 copies. last 5 include bonus track.), 2008

01 - It never sleeps (4:00 AM) Filth.. These machines.. How can they sleep if they're dead  Filth. 

02 - Eternal filth and chaos everywhere The filth.. of.. life..  Eternal filth and chaos everywhere 

03 - Forever fucked over Fuck 

(04 - Dark tribe cover) 

mania - split w/ River/Barghest (tape, 50 copies), 2008

01 - Lostness and confusion I hate these machines.. I hate this place.. I hate this time.. I didn't want to be here...  (I don't feel as a part of this world..)  You have no soul.  All I see is emptiness. All these screens have taken your life.  The horror.. 

mania - endless hunger - [2007 tape only release (150 copies) on Woodsmoke (hard case with insert)], [Eternal warfare - 2008 unlimited amount (slip case cover)]

01 - endless hunger Colossal.. devestation.. massive.. starvation.. endless.. hunger.. massive.. decay.. endless.. civilization.. numbing.. pain..  endless.. suffering.. needless.. hurt no one...  only i.. understand  what is happening. I am alone..  you are blind 

02 - collapse of spiraling iteration (none) 

mania - the death of birth - first edition (blue cd), 50 copies, 2007; second edition (black cd with print on front) 50 copies, 2008.

01 - the sound of hell

02 - no escape there's no fucking escape from this place that i hate i am shrouded in fear of what next they will take  i have no where to hide i have no fucking home if i stay in their city they will take my freedom  they will cut every tree they will poison every stream they will gas all my air until they have enslaved me  there's a new world order that you can't fucking see in may 2008 starts the fascist regime  they will tag your id they will guard every door if you don't do what they say they will lock you away  if i move to the wild they will come penetrate destroy all for money there's no fucking escape 

03 - no future i have no future i have no past all my ancestors migrated for cash  i am dependent on the system they brought i'm domesticated no wild food.. water.. shelter.. friends.. thoughts..  i have no culture i have no pride my species' future is mass suicide  i have no purpose i have no life all of my people are all living lies..  my life... is nothing 

04 - no home  ...  why.. will i never feel comfortable.. no matter where i am ...  ...  i am alone.. i have no home.. 

05 - the death of birth the ending has already come this food has evolved here for us and now you forgot where it's from  we've bred a new type of tree it won't grow back when it drops its seed we've done this for profit and greed what happens when money can't run these machines  what happens when we cannot eat  the oil that covers the earth will haunt every wild plant's birth the plastic that blankets the sea is enough to choke every fish and bird we see  pollution has blackened our skies why can't we see this with our eyes we've brought our own fucking demise it feels helpless to even try  what happens when we cannot breathe  disgusting greedy human race your blindness has shown your disgrace the death of birth shall be your fate 

06 - the birth from death  

mania - current chaos - demo 2005 (40 copies, CDR)

01 - hope in a false god  I  christianity is a veil over the brainwashed publics eyes infecting the world with its brutal agenda and its out-right fascist lies  first they make you pay the church and do what's "right" to be accepted in if you don't then you're cast out of society because the truth is a fucking 'sin'  for centuries we've been burned at the stake, tortured, and abused the public doesn't know because the church won't reveal the truth executions are a product of a state assassinating free speakers -  the ones who wish to reveal the truth about the origins of the church  the church was created in an attempt to control the weak-minded and the free the free are the persecuted. the christians are the weak. if you disobey the state and resist against corporate abuse you're labeled a sinner and thrown in the fire because you're not of profitable use   we're used  II  there's no god, there never was don't believe in hopeful lies evidence clearly shows the truth of evolution - open your mind  persuations easy, once you've given up your ability to think and to choose dumbfounded at the idea that you will listen to everything they tell you to do   racism, discrimination its history shows for itself christianity must be destroyed before the damage can't be reversed  religion is a tool, used for corporate greed to hold the masses at bay with lies we must burn down the church with its 'morals' if we're to ever open our eyes  open your eyes   your hope in a false god will be your fucking doom there's no rescue for you from evil because the end will be here soon  if we don't end our destruction for profit we're all going to die you can only fight the church and state once you stop believing the lies  you're believing lies  02 - distorted views  the fcc controls everything you see music you hear, the news portrayed on tv its no surprise you cant see with your fucked up eyes no accident the selection of content  censorship's a tool also known as disguise hammered in to sheild us from the truth that they hide anything can be hidden from the public's eyes so we won't fucking question what our leaders decide  society just blocks everything you think 'profanity' and all defiant speaking we keep each other in the line they want us to be in we can break free once we realize we can  chorus  lies...  03 - planetary holocaust  (no lyrics)  04 - suicidal complex  thousands of acres destroyed to keep up with profit hundreds of forests cut down to keep the money in their pocket  so much land is wasted to raise cattle to die two thirds of our grain is thrown out food isn't free because of this, scarcity is a lie  lie - lie  can't you see it's a fucking lie or are you too caught up to open up your eyes stop killing - you're wasting life heart disease is going to make you die  the food pyramid was a fucking scam used just to keep their fucking pockets crammed they shove it down your kids' throats at public school so they look at the vegan and label her a fool  meat and dairy corporations hide the truth they dont want you to know what they really do deforestation - a direct result and the media's paid to shove it down your throat  you just caused an intelligent life's death you took away it's life - you took away it's breath animals are social and emotional beings and you're the cause of life-time misery  there's no other way to be healthier we can still save ourselves and our mother earth you're ignorant to truth if you eat that shit it's processed junk; your body doesn't want it  everything you need can be found elsewhere the cost earth endures is the pressure we bear unsustainable sources are at hand if you give up now, life won't stand a chance  05 - living in human mistakes from the past  massive craters.. filled with waste.. this is what.. we call home  toxic dumps..  infest all sources of life..  we've created the synthetic world in which .. we thrive...  thrive for power and control..   but what good is profit when there's nothing left?  what good is life.. when we've destroyed the only sources of survival?   we've got no chance to survive  06 - choke  i cant fucking breathe the pollution you spread  is killing everything  im begging you, please stop killing and dying for oil over-seas  i cant fucking breathe over production of useless products  in deadly factories  can't you fucking see there are many great alternatives for a source of energy  we're the only developed country left not to limit our emitions the only reason is because our government is owned by big business  we're a fucking disease spread over other nations  to rape the earth like theives  and the earth just fucking bleeds the wounds can only heal once we get up off our knees  you've been fucking deceived fucked over for profit by a thousand companies  extra - degenerate society  so we slave away and sedate to ease the pain away to slip into  a false reality  life's a dream i'm afraid we'll never wake from the destructive masks we wear every day  chemicals we force into our rotting veins and if we don't die it's only further fucking up our brains  life's a dream to us capitalist depression is the reality  but if we sedate this earth will fade away...  

First Demo (Unknown amount of copies) 2003-2004

Pawns And they lie to you again They hold the public in their hand They make us too afraid to stand  This government controls your life They've taken so much you're now blind To them your life's a game And now life is the debt to be paid  Why don't you see for yourself Cross the river of blood Or are you too ashamed now to look at what you've done This war won't help anything You've lost your only son It's all the same just a different corporation  If voting really worked, it'd be illegal Don't say they're better off when you can't see them There's no link between Al Qaeda and Iraq The 911 commission found no evidence  We've reinstated the same extreme dictatorship When will you realize the truth of this "democracy"?  Halliburton A billion dollar contract Working alongside Our U.S. Troops in combat Exxon Mobil Rice's old company Three times the profit due to this war  Oil Profits They win And you just fucking submit  Bush is a main boardmember For the Carlyle group firm Contracting with the Bin-ladens Money for them's never easier  Terrorism's just a scam The real hunt's for the money they want to grab  The current situation Money and power The masses they cower For destruction of the towers They march off to war  Completely unrelated Countries are hated Blind, uneducated They march off to war  Paid in lives  Forces deployed Villages destroyed Oil slaves employed They march off to war  Paid in lives We're trained to march off and die We'll die So they can pollute our skies They lie We're forced to give up our lives I won't die For the greed in one man's eyes.  Distorted Views (see above) 

Unreleased material

Primal Instinct (previously I'll kill you) Supressed primal instincts, I'm told not to express, ten thousand years of agriculture force me to repress. If this were wild nature, I'd live by dominance.  But courts and fines and prisons make me play this game of chess.. Perfect plastic people; inside's a fucking mess. Everyone's about to snap but most just won't confess. When civilized life crumbles, and none of this is left Won't hesitate when I must stab this knife into your chest.   There's really nothing else.. to sit and contemplate I just want to stab you so that you can feel my hate Why are you still here? I think you're fucking fake Your pitiful existence tells me I should seal your fate I don't want to see you.. I hate your fucking face I should just fucking kill you so that I don't have to wait Your life means fucking nothing.. you insignificant waste What else must I say so you'll forever leave this place? 

Numbing this... monoto... nous life of... shit has caused... me to want.... pain and love... in the most... extreme of.. forms.  i need pain to feel.. i need love to feel....  anything... anything... empty... empty.  i need pain to feel i feel so empty i need love to feel i feel so unreal.. i need anything i feel so empty i need pain to feel..   i feel so ...  empty   i need pain to feel i need love to feel i need pain to feel i need love to feel...     how far plugged in must we be to realize  i wish i could break all this i despise  i dont want to feel part of this machine  anything seems bet ter than this numbing  i feel on the verge of hateful attack  reflect your nega tive energy back  am i doomed to slave  here or starve at best   i need something real  to cure this unrest 

where are you from?

I currently live in Salem, OR just south of Portland. It's the State capitol so the entire state's problems get sent here including: retards (which I am employed to take care of right now), mentally ill patients (mostly convicted rapists or killers), prisoners, politicians, etc etc. There are a shit load of cops and military activities as well. I was born in Frisco, TX, right outside of Dallas and my dad is specialized in computers; specifically he maintains the machines that build semi-conductors. So, naturally I have a background of computers and technology. I consider texas to be the ultra-hub of technology and filth production, and my family moved from there to the forest of Oregon due to my dad's job. Seriously, open Google earth and check out Texas. It actually looks like some sort of zombified circuit board. Anyway, my parents are of course now split and he lives in Portland where he continues his line of work. I think Oregon definitely opened my eyes to a lot of problems we face.

how long has mania been a project of yours for?

Honestly, that's hard to answer, mostly due to the fact that I have been recording my own "one-man" music since I was at least 14 or 15 and listening to it. It wasn't until I discovered Burzum, Leviathan, and Xasthur that I decided it was socially acceptable to be in a one-man band. I always thought people would think it was stupid or not want to even hear it if I talked about it. So, I just burned the cds and listened to them myself. I officially gave it a name, Mania, in about 2003 or 2004. I recorded every song using a drum-loop program and started showing people. That was about the time when I met Adrian and Andy, who loved the shit so we started Mania as a live band. After a year and a half, that disbanned. We never recorded, but played 3 shows, one of which was recorded. I tried to start it up again with Brandon, Paul, and Kyle, but we never actually practiced once. I never even showed Paul or Kyle the songs, only Brandon (though I think they partially knew them from hearing the CD). Since all the focus at the time was primarily on Leech, I decided to go back to recording alone. That was about the time I released Current Chaos. 

what are your influences?

Musically speaking, my major influences go somewhat like this: Leviathan, Drudkh, Ruins of Beverast, Cold World, Todesstoss, A Sombre Boreal, Some Xasthur (though you have to wade through all the shit to find the few amazing parts), Dark Tribe, Ludicra, and a few select crust bands such as Dystopia and Axiom. I listen to a lot of music other than black metal, but these mostly influence my writing because this is how I feel most of the time. Another musical influence is my own drive to keep trying to find new riffs that sound more and more fucked up and chaotic but still original and new with a current meaning.

My lyrical influences range from anything I'm thinking about at the time. Mostly though, everything I think about ties in with my deep seeded hate for human civilization. That includes machines, agriculture, society, cops, assholes, supressed wild and primal feelings, hatred, sadness, hopelessness, pollution, and eternal, never-ending, mindfucking, terrifying chaos everywhere in everything. I should take this chance to add that my old content was written when I was just getting into this deep stance. I had been into punk ideologies for a long while but black metal ideologies just began in my head when I wrote Current Chaos. A good example is the song about veganism. I was a hard-core vegan for three years due to many reasons that at the time were really honest and true that I felt I needed to stand for. I later realized what I was fighting.. I realized I was not trying to fight one small sect of this giant world machine called Earth, I am trying to fight all of it. The meat industry is one small part of agriculture, which is one small part of the nature-destroying filth that encompasses the entire globe. Supporting some factory-made tofu instead of a factory-killed chicken doesn't do shit. Don't get me wrong, diet is definitely about balance; which is why I deeply wish I could live a wild life where I would hunt and gather, not farm or buy food. I atleast hope to be self-sufficient in my own farming and animal raising; not to save the "environment" since it's already fucked and doomed to collapse, but to survive the upcoming apocalypse due to it. 

does your environment have an effect on how you write your music?

Definitely. When I think of the word environment, I think of everything in my immediate vicinity. Not just trees, the sky, animals, but people, buildings, cars. Just because we have almost completely seperated ourselves from nature doesn't mean that we aren't still a part of it. So yes, the calm parts in my music represent watching a leaf slowly fall and drop into the river. The intense parts surrounding the calm parts represent zooming out and realizing you are standing on a bridge and hearing nothing but cars and machines and then you see a plastic jug float down the river and then some cop beats you and throws you in prison for the rest of your life for picking a wild mushroom. I try to make every part of my music sound exactly what it sounds like outside. And by outside, I mean everywhere and everyone.. everything.

do you tie your own personal beliefs into your lyrics?

I think everyone does to some extent, especially one-man black metal bands. When a single person creates every part of the song you are hearing, you can almost hear their entire soul and everything they think of the world including past experiences and the effects of history and their culture on their thoughts. A good example is the Ruins of Beverast. When I hear that shit, it's like hearing so many levels of hatred and despair. You can tell the bloody history of Nazism in Germany but at the same time all of the good things about German culture that it represented. Hitler just took it and used it to perpetuate his extreme fascist goals. And now, Germans are hated for it and even wearing a Swastika is illegal, though it largely predates Nazism. No matter which side he is on, he is hated. I don't know if that's what he actually feels, but I get that feeling just listening to it. (The bells, clean vocals, slow parts, intense parts, etc). And for any leftist ones who want to jump to conclusions here, I am not a Nazi. However, I can understand the movement because it has a lot of things in common with primitivism including anti-immigration, pride in your local culture, anti-trade and wage-slavery from other countries, pro-brotherhood and primitivism, etc.. Of course I can't align myself with hatred for one single race (I hate all) or government though. (I do however hate all religions including Hebrew).

what have you released so far?

It depends on what you want to call a release.. The official releases go like this: Current Chaos (30 minute CDR), Death of Birth (30 minute CDR, in two versions, the second of which is more fancy and included Current Chaos), Endless Hunger (30 minute tape), a split with Barghest and my other one-man project River (tape), and a split with Albino (22 minutes each side).

Unofficial releases include: Old demos (at least 80 minutes of content), The demo that I gave to Adrian and Andy which includes all the songs we played live, The demo that predates Current Chaos but includes some of the songs, A live release which was recorded at the last Summer St. House show in Salem (released by summer st. and includes all the other bands that played that night), and a couple tapes that I have given to random people which include several new songs that are unfinished or in demo form. 

Upcoming or planned releases: A live VHS featuring a recent Mania performance before Leech and Barghest (louisiana) at the Burial Grounds in Salem (I play guitar using effects and pre-recorded drums that I played earlier), A full-length that includes some of the newer demo songs I have given to people, and I also plan to release some of the older stuff I did before Current Chaos some day. 

what's next for mania as of material?

Think of current chaos style lyrics with a more developed and deeper meaning, Death of birth style doom parts, Endless hunger style diversity in the style of music, all mixed with a more complex and developed sound reminiscent of the content before Current Chaos (which is mostly fast picking dual guitars with black metal blasts). I am currently halting any releases that are not already recorded until I get all my good recording gear together. If you want to keep up to date, please visit http://www.geocities.com/natelienn or http://www.eternalwarfare.org
Salutations! Thanks for conducting this interview with Amaranthos.

You describe your music as Black Metal, do you also claim the term Cascadian Black Metal? What does that mean to you? Do you think it is that this term is different from what others might define those selections of terms to be? 

Mania is a solo project but you also perform live. Do you try and replicate the recorded material live or do you see each entity, the recorded output and the live performances as separate entities? What does the live entity consist of? 

You also run the label Eternal Warfare, tell me a little bit about that project. Is it an outlet to release your own work or do you see it as a functioning label separate from that? Do you have a particular aesthetic you strive for or are the releases a selection of your own personal tastes? 

